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INTRODUCTION - Lesley C Gent OAM- 2020

The history of Australians attached to RAF Bomber Command is much more than aircraft and
operations. It is why June 1 is called Bomber Command Commemoration Day and we in Australia
take time to consider how we have treated the young men ordered to underéaké the most
controversial and dangerous campaigns of WWII; how their legacy continues and should be given the
same reverence that has awarded those who served and sacrificed in land warfare.

It is not within the scope of this story to go into the full history of 77 or Bomber Command it is instead
a memorial to some of the Australians who servéde men listed on the following pages are not all
the Australians who perished whilst with 77 Sdyenonly those attached as RAAF members. There
were a number who were living in or came to the United Kingdom and joined the RAF.

The RAAF flying training course which graduated from Point Cook on 24 June 1938 became the last
to send groportion of its members to the RAF on short service commissi@fighe 30 who finished

the course, 22 became Pilot Officers in the RAAF while eight embarked the next month for
Britain. This group was the last under a scheme which had operatem&a€CBok since 1926, which

saw up to 10 members of each intake serve with the RAF for four years before returning to join the
RAAF Reserve. Within a few years, the practice had begun of the RAF inviting these officers to
transfer permanently ian arrangment which saw a total of 149 RAAfained officers passed across

to the RAF up until the scheme endeidhe RAF continued to seek applicants in Australia until-mid
1939, and the RAAF assisted with selection but did not train them prior to departer&mpire Air
Training started in 1939.

All the information in this project was gathered from the following sources plus some family stories.

When writing each manés biography | have not no
would take up pges and pages. In saying that if anyone wishes to know more the National Archives
of Australiawww.naa.gov.alhas a record search | ink which hol d

that include both Australian and lted Kingdom service.

AWM 1 Australian War Memorial has an excellent photographic colle¢tioww.awm.gov.au

TWGPP 1T The War Graves Photographic Projechittp://www.twgpporg

CWGC i Commonwealth War Graves Commissiowww.cwdc.org.

1IWAGS - Wireless Air Gunners, Ballarat Victoriavww.lwags.org.au | confidently recommend
this site as it covers all training courses as well as the history of WAGS, BAGS and EATS and a
wonderful Memorial Page.

BAGS 7 Bombing Air Gunners School. 1BAGS was at Evans Head, New South Wales. 2 BAGS at
Port Pirie, Soutiustralia and 3 BAGS at Sale, Victoria.

It should be noted that r eal i katan©pemtiomanleiniyg Unitr{®)i
in England. The RAF equipped its heavy bombers with p@perated turrets armed with .303 Browning
machine guns which were not usedraining at Sale, Victoria.

EFTS - Elementary Flying Training School of which there were several scattered across Australia.

EATS - Empire Air Training SchemeAt the outbreak of the Second World War the British
government realised it did not have adequate resources to maintain the Royal Air Force [RAF] in the
impending air war in Europe. While British factories could rapidly increase their aircraft production,
there was no guaranteed supply of trained aircrewwareplans had identified a need for 50,000
aircrew annually, but Britain could only supply 22,000.To overcome this problem, the British
government put forward a plan to its dominions to jointly esthbdi pool of trained aircrew who

could then serve with the RAF. In Australia the proposal was accepted by the War Cabinet and a
contingent was sent to a conference in Ottawa, Canada, to discuss the proposal. After several weeks of


http://www.naa.gov.au/
http://www.awm.gov.au/
http://www.twgpp.org/
http://www.cwgc.org/
http://www.1wags.org.au/

negotiations, an agreentemas signed on 17 December 1939 which would last for three years. The
scheme was known in Australia as The Empire Air Training Scheme [EATS].

Under the scheme 50,000 aircrew would be trained annually, each dominion would conduct its own
elementary trainig; advanced training would be conducted in Canada because of its closeness to the
British aircraft factories and the war zone. From November 1940, some training was also conducted in
Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe. Much more information availablenaw.1lwags.org.au

Commemorative Crosses Project

You will notice at the foot of some of the headstones a small wooden cross. This was
the initiative of the Australian War Memorial and many RAAF men are honoured this
way.

The concept for this project originated in late 2010, when a group of indivicasdsi

in Australia and Britain sought to pay their respects to those who had died while on
active service, by placing a small wooden cross on war graves across former Western
Front battlefields. In early 2013, the Australian War Memorial assisted in the
distribution of some 2,000 crosses on which Australian schoolchildren had written
messages of hope and thanks. These crosses have since been placed on the graves of First World War
Australian soldiers overseas.

The Australian War Memorial broadened thisjpct over the Centenary years, 2G12018. It drew

on the commemorative experiences of schoolchildren visiting the Memorial by capturing, in the
studentsd own words, their individual reflectior
andother conflicts. These thoughts took the form of short messages on small wooden crosses, which

the Memorial arranged to be laid throughout the Centenary period on war graves and memorials where
Australian servicemen and women are buried. The aim wasv® 120,000 crosses placed on
Australian war graves and memorials overseas with the assistance of embassies, high commissions,
consulates, and government centenary programs as well as school children visiting the various
cemeteries. Currently, embassiestir39 countries are involved, representing nearly all locations in

which Australians have served.

Photographs of the headstones are availabigvom.flickr.com/photos/australianwarmemorial

Some useful references

Bravery Awards for Aerial Combat Stories behind the award of athe CGKMlan W Cooper
Bomber Boys: Fighting Back94031945- Patrick Bishop

Airwar over Denmark- Sgren C Flensted

Wingless Tom Roberts

RAF Historyi Bomber Command 60Anniversary

Alan Storr - RAF Fatalities Series

RAF Bomber CommaridLosses of the 2 WW W R Chorley.

The Wartime Memories ProjectRAF Elvingtoni
http:/www.wartimememories.co.uk

77 Squadron RAF Association www.77squadronrafassociation

Australians at Rest in the UK (Beth Pageyw.ww?2austburialsuk.weebly.com

Commemorative Cross Projectvww.awm.gov.au
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Bomber command memorial
Green park, London
Dedicated june 2012

Bomber Command Memorial
Canberra Australia
Dedicated in 2005



THOMAS ARCHIBALD DFC
412606

photo John Bado

Thomas Archibald was born at Hamilton in Scotland on 11 September 1910 thendosecond
eldest child,of John and Jane(née Sandsprchibald. His sister, Mary, had come to Australia in
1927 and the rest of the family followed in 1928.

He is listed as a salesman hisenlistment papers and his religion declared
as Presbyterian. Thomas married Perla D@igward (née Campbellpn

27 December 194ht Scots Church, Russell Street, Melbourne by Rev
James Burns. Witnesses at the wedding were Franklin Cooper and D.
Mitchell

Thomas enlisted at No 2 Reding Centre Sydney, 20 July 194landwas
immediately sent to 2 ITS and tha few days later moved to 10 EFTS at
Temora in NSW.He was then posted foSFTS at Point Cook, Victoria on
13 December, 1941 having-neusteed to air crew 5 on 8 September.
He received his Flying Badge Z+ebruary 192 having flown DH82 and
Oxford aircraft.

Scots Church, Melbourne

Thomas was then discharged from the RAAF, under AFR 115, on 29 April d842ing granted a
commissiorand became a Pilot Officer the following day.

He enbarked at Sydney 16 June 19#t?attachment to the RA&riving United Kingdom 24 August
1942. On arrival in the UK he proceeded to Australia House for temporary duty. Thomas then
trained with variais units including 6AFU, 20 OTU before moving to Driffield on 3 March 1943.

He had been appointeflying Officer 30 October 1942
Posted to 785quadrorRAF 7 April 1943 to commence flying duties on 2&il and appointed an

Acting Flight Lieutenant th same day. The missing days are accounted for as Thomas was granted
leave until 28 April The same month he was aweddh DFC, see citation following



On 13 May 1943alifax JB 865 returning from Duisbagr after dropping bombs wasable to close

the bomb doors thus reducing their speed, after a series of unfortunate events the plane crashed just
out of Bishop Wilton near Pocklington RAF Basat 4.20 am English time. Thomas was killed in the

crash alongwith Sergeant Gerard c8lly, Bomb Aimer. The remaining crew ®&re all injured-

Sergeant C Hewitson, Sergeant J Gerry, Sergeant George Marlow, Sergeant Frederick K Smith and
Sergeant Currie.

Thomas was laid to restn St Catherineb6s Chur chamby dlooi, n t he
Yorkshire, the ceremony being presided ovethgyRAF Chaplain and the Rev A &urdy, Vicar of

Barmby. (Row Ci Grave §. There are 54 airmen from WWII and one from WWI buried at St
Catherinés. Sgt Scully is buried in the Olton Freiacan Cemetery, Solihull, his home town.

Thomas is remembered with honour at the Australian War Memorial and the Roll of Honour in
Sydney.

The towns of Pocklington and Barmby hakemembered lost aarew in a very significant way. As
new roads are designated they are named after men who are buried in the Commonwealth War
Cemetery at Barmby Moor.

In York Minster there is a memorial to lost World War Il airmen based in the Nogksrea.
Thomasd name is recorded in the Memori al Book.
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Archibald Close, Pocklington(Google Earth)
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There are two other Australians buried in the Barmby Churchiyard
Sgt James David Garro#04529) 405 Squadron and
Sgt Clive Gordon Lord (402127) 58 Squadron

Scottish Uhited Services Museum within Edinburgh Castle

The Scottish National & Memorial was opened by the Duke of Windsor on July18p7

it he e mb o dgpintehich anonatedtStotand during the days of stress and danger,
commemoraiton of her sacrifice in the Great War 12948 a Memorial to her Hundred Thousand
d e a dt & now a memorial to all whmade the ultimate sacrifice in all conflicts.



DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

Flying Officer Thomas ARCHIBALD (Aus 412606)
Royal Australian Air Force
No 77 Squadron RAF

One night in April 1943, this officer captained an aircraft which attacked Essen.
Whilst over the target area the aircraft was repeatedly attacked by fire from the
ground defences, and one engine was put out of action. It was then discovered that
one bomb had failed to release. Displaying great determination, Flying Officer
Archibald made a second run over the target and released the bomb successfully.
His aircraft sustained much damage but he flew it back to base with one engine
unserviceable. This officer displayed great courage and outstanding devotion to
duty.

Promulgated in The London Gazette 7 Third Supplement - Tuesday 25 May,
1943, page 2320

FIlying Officer Archibal dés wife, Perl a,
General of Australia, Lord Gowrie, at Admiralty House, Sydney on 16 June, 1944.
Perla passed away at the Concord (NSW) Repatriation Hospital in Sydney in
November 1955.

Thomas Archibald - 412606

DFC

1939-45 STAR

Aircrew Europe Star

Defence Medal

War Medal 1939-45

Australian Service Medal 1939-45



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR HONOURS AND AWARDS
il MMEDI ATE AWARDOG

Particulars of meritorious service

This officer and crew were detailed to attack ESSEN on the night of 30 April/l st May
1943, in Halifax | 1. JB865 0J06. Target area wa '
executed accoding to Flight Plan at 02.56 hours, Blind Bombing Technique being
successfully employed. Bombs were released from 19,000 feet, during the process of which
the aircraft was repeatedly hit by heavy flak, one burst rendering the starboard inner engine
unserviceable, which was immediately feathered. The aircraft was off target with bomb
doors closed, but upon inspection of the bomb bays it was discovered that a 1,000 Ib GP
bomb had Ohung upo6. The aircraft was i mmedi at e
attacked on the correct heading, in accordance with Operation Order, sky markers again
being bombed from 17,000 feet, and the bomb successfully released. F/O Archibald reached
base, and made an excellent landing without further incident, but an inspection of the air
craft revealed extensive damage by flak to the tail wheel, fuselage, starboard mainplane, port
elevator, and port outer mainplane, which together with the unserviceable engine gives
added prominence to the courage and tenacity of this officer in pressing his attack in the face
of very considerably difficulty. Having lost one engine at a critical stage of the operation, it
would have been permissible to have released the suspended bomb on a reciprocal course,
but this Off i c e rwassofsdch andigh standard, that chaintegance of aim on
the primary target was pressed home with the utmost vigour and determination. 1| strongly
recommend that this gallantry in action be recognised by an immediate award of the D.F.C.

Date: 2d May 1943, A G Lowe

Wing Commander, Commanding
No 77 Squadron R.A.F.

REMARKS BY STATION COMMANDER ThisAustral i an Officerds devo
in the best traditions of the Service, when with a disabled a/c he pressed home a second
attack on his primary target, despite suffering considerable damage from enemy fire during
the first bombing run. The fact that his flight back to Base was without incident speaks
highly of his excellent airmanship in view of extensive damage to his a/c. | strongly
recommend that his determination and devotion to duty be recognised by the immediate
award of the D.F.C.
Date 4h May 43 Group Captain Commanding R.A.F. Elvington

REMARKS BY BASE COMMANDER
This Officer displayed courage and devotion to duty of the highest order. He is an
Officer who will lead and inspire others.
Recommended for the immediate award of the D.F.C.
Date: 6" May, 1943 G.A. WALKER
Commodore, Commanding R.A.F. Base, Pocklington

REMARKS BY AIR OFFICER COMMANDING
This Australian Officer, just starting his first tour of Operations, has shown the courage
and determination so necessaryin a successful Bomber Captain. He has set a fine example
and | strongly recommend the immediate award of the D.F.C.
Date: 8h May, 1943 e . . Car
Air Vice Marshal
Air Officer Commanding
No 4 Group R.A.F.







